
 “Signs of Spring” at Broadstone – a concert review.  
A rainy day greeted the audience and players at the “Signs of Spring” concert given by the SALWA String 
Quartet, from the Royal Academy of Music, at St John’s Church on Sunday 1st May. Not the Spring 
sunshine that was written in the script but nevertheless a most enjoyable afternoon attended by about 60 
people. As an appetiser the young musicians of the Camerata music club, who had just enjoyed a 
masterclass with the SALWA quartet, played two pieces by Mozart, 

The main programme started with Beethoven’s incredible last String Quartet No 16 in F major, Op 135. The 
slow introduction of the first movement soon gets into a healthy rhythmic, perhaps optimistic stride. The 
lively mood continues in the second movement with a soaring melody from Ilhem’s first violin supported by 
a powerful and relentless support from Caroline, Cameron and Garwyn, the other players of the quartet. 
The longer third movement had a quiet gentle feeling of repose. The introductory slow chords in the last 
movement are followed by the faster main theme of the movement. Then a growling cello section results in 
an angry response from the higher strings and the piece ends with a playful pizzicato section. 

Anton Webern’s Langsamer Satz (Slow Movement) is an uncharacteristic piece from him with a range of 
emotions from yearning to dramatic turmoil before Cameron’s viola took over in the repeat of the melody 
supported by pizzicato notes from Caroline’s second violin. A third appearance of the melody, even softer 
this time led to a subdued ending. This piece was written by Webern after a hike in the mountains with his 
fiancé and reflects his emotions at the time.  He perhaps thought that this movement was good as a stand-
alone piece and did not require three others to make up a quartet.  

After the interval tea and Debra’s cakes, Garwyn explained that the compositions from Fanny Hensel, Felix 
Mendelssohn’s sister, was suppressed at the time due to women not being accepted as composers. The 
Romanze from her String Quartet No 6 started gently and then increased in its intensity before the mood 
softened again. 

The final work was the String Quartet No. 6 in F minor composed by Felix Mendelssohn in 1847 and was 
the last major piece he completed before he died two months later. It is believed that he composed the 
piece as an homage to his sister Fanny, who died in May of that year.  

The first movement was one of contrasts with an angry introduction followed by a softer section, perhaps in 
remembrance of his sisters life, and then with an angry finale with instruments playing in unison. The 
second movement is also an allegro but played at a gentler uniform pace. The beautiful adagio of the third 
movement is a thoughtful and reflective reverie and finishes with a reprise of the opening passage. The 
finale has a dance like opening section but then the mood becomes agitated with angry outbursts. It ends 
with a sort of contentment, perhaps an acceptance of Fanny’s death and perhaps in anticipation of his own 
death. 

The previous Sunday a Musical Jamboree took place involving 50 young musicians in aid of UNICEF UK to 
help the children of Ukraine. More than 100 people came along to support this concert which gave the kids 
a chance to perform which they have had few opportunities to do over the past few years. At the same time 
they felt that they could do something positive to help those children and young people affected by the war. 
The amount raised was very close to £1000. 
Finally hearty thanks are due to the SALWA quartet and to Alison Kay and the many volunteer helpers who 
made these two events possible. 
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