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Tania Davis
Tania began her violin studies learning the Suzuki method in Australia and gained her 
Bachelor of Music Degree with first class honours from the Sydney Conservatorium. She 
continued her studies with David Takeno at the Guildhall School of Music in London, 
gaining a Postgraduate Diploma with Distinction. She has worked with the Australian 
Chamber Orchestra, Sydney Symphony and London Symphony Orchestras.
Since 2000 she has been a member of the Bond string quartet, releasing five albums with 
over 70 international platinum and gold- selling records. Bond has performed at events 
including Pavarotti and Friends, the MTV Awards in Asia and the USA and the London 
Olympics Closing Ceremony in 2012. They have contributed to soundtracks for movies 
including Jonny English and XXX:State of the Union and have performed their shows in 
venues as varied as the Royal Albert Hall, the Beijing Worker’s Stadium and the Sydney 
Opera House. In 2016, along with the quartet, Tania was awarded the Freedom of the City 
of London.

Barbara Brown - Flute and piccolo  
Barbara comes from Aberdeen and studied at Kings College London, the Guildhall School of 
Music and Goldsmith’s College. She is a former member of the Bournemouth Symphony 
Orchestra, where she spent 9 happy years and has played with all of the major London 
Orchestras and undertaken many overseas tours to countries including America, Spain, 
Finland, Germany, Austria, Oman, Dubai and the Czech Republic. In more recent years she 
has worked and toured extensively with Welsh NaUonal Opera and has loved becoming 
immersed in the world of opera. She has recorded 2 CDs of Flute and harp music on the 
Pickwick label and gives regular recitals with a flute, viola and harp trio for BSO Arts Reach. 
Barbara has always been a dedicated and passionate teacher. She has taught at The Royal 
Welsh College, Reading University, and is currently professor of flute at the University of 
Southampton. Barbara was an Associated Board Examiner for several years. She lives in 
Poole and in her spare Ume enjoys the outdoor life in her campervan and swimming in the 
sea. 



Alison Kay 
Alison grew up in Swansea before studying violin and viola at Trinity Music College 
London where she graduated with a GTCL hons, continuing her viola studies with Jack 
Glickman at Guildhall School of Music.  From here she was offered sub principal viola 
position in Bournemouth Symphony orchestra where she remained for 12 years. During 
this time, she worked in other orchestras including CBSO, Philharmonia, other freelance 
ensembles and she now continues to enjoy a freelance career from her Dorset home.
Alison is very much in demand as a violin, viola, music theory teacher at all levels and 
chamber music tutor in Dorset. She also prepares young musicians towards diplomas and 
also positions in N.Y.O and music college preparations.
In 2010 she formed Poole Society for Young Musicians in Dorset, a registered charity that 
presents an annual “Broadstone Music Series”, professional recitals & a diverse range of 
music education projects including courses, masterclasses and chamber music coaching 
throughout each year with an array of concerts at every level, attracting young musicians 
and professional musicians from everywhere. She considers it crucial that music input and 
inspiration at the highest levels should be accessible to all children, and so constantly 
works on facilitating this from the best educators and professional performers, while 
drawing awareness in the community to the importance of music in our lives. 

Alison lives in Dorset with husband Edward, who she met as principal oboe of BSO. When 
not immersed in music, she tries to spend as much spare time as possible with her 2 
daughters, loves cooking, gardening,  the outdoors and treasures the company of her 
friends.

John Randall - Trombone  

John studied music at the Welsh College of Music and Drama and the Guildhall School of 
Music and Drama. In this time he received awards from the Laura Ashley foundation and 
the Cripplegate foundation.

As an orchestral player John has worked with many of Britain/Europe's finest orchestras, 
including; The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the BBC Concert Orchestra, the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Orchestra of the Zurich Opera, Mahler Chamber Orchestra, and 
the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. At the same time working with some of the world's 
most renowned conductors, including; Pierre Boulez, Claudio Abbado, George Benjamin, 
and Daniel Harding.

As a coach John has worked at local and national level, coaching youth orchestras and 
wind/brass sections in this country and abroad. 



Laura Simmons, 

Laura works for Hampshire Council supporting families who home school their children. 
Her background is in Primary education, but she read Music at University of Southampton. 
She play several instruments, including Flute, Piccolo, Saxophone and orchestral 
percussion, and also enjoys singing, She lives in Southampton with the love of her life and 
her ragdoll cat Luna! Laura has been an enormous asset to our summer school in recent 
years working mainly with the youngest of our musicians. 

Simon Gilliver - flute and piano 
Simon read music at the University of  Birmingham, followed by postgraduate studies at the 
Guildhall School of  Music and Drama, where he received a Masters Degree and the Guildhall 
Artist Award, both with Distinction. Simon has since developed a widely varied career as a 
performer and teacher, both as a flautist and pianist.  

Simon’s work as a flautist includes a mixture of  freelance orchestral work, including roles in several 
National Theatre productions, solo and chamber work in venues across the country, including 
performances at Wigmore Hall, St Martin in the Fields and the Purcell Room. As well as freelance 
work with many orchestras, he is Principal Flute with Covent Garden Sinfonia. He won the Albert 
Cooper International Flute Competition in 2006. As a pianist, Simon is in high demand as an 
accompanist for exams, diplomas, competitions and recitals. He has been fortunate enough to 
collaborate in recitals with many leading UK artists, including Michael Cox, Katherine Baker, 
Katherine Bryan, Gareth Davies, Matthew Featherstone, Samuel Coles and Ian Clarke.  

Simon teaches the flute and piano privately and has also taught in a range of  schools, currently 
teaching at the Bournemouth Collegiate School. He has also taught at the Guildhall School of  
Music and Drama since 2009. He has led workshops in classical improvisation at various locations 
including Trinity Laban and Aldeburgh Young Musicians. He was previously the Artistic Director 
of  the Bishop’s Stortford Sinfonia Youth Orchestra Summer School. Simon has been a lead tutor 
for Flute School London since 2009. 

Simon moved to Bournemouth from London in 2020. Since moving, he has quickly become busy in 
the area as a private teacher, accompanist, and ensemble director for the Poole College Creative 
Music Hub and Poole Society for Young Musicians. He has just been accepted as a Live Music Now 
artist for the South West region. 



Nick Squires- cello

Nick is a distinguished UK based Cellist who studied at RCM, and now a Producer and 
Arranger.  
With over 20 years experience he has played on and produced No. 1 records, toured the 
world as a member of a pop band, performed in the West End and internationally with 
leading Orchestras from the UK. 
As creator of the viral and extremely chilled ‘Bach in the Rain’ video, Nick has composed 
meditation and mindfulness albums for Calm.com and Silvascreen music. 
Nick combines his love for the Cello, with multi-genre crossing compositions with his own 
brand of children’s music with backing tracks, (inthemixmusic.co.uk), as well as being an 
in-house music producer for the music education company Charanga.

Jennifer Curiel - violin   
 
Jennifer showed her family her first interest in music making by teaching herself to play the 
recorder aged 3. She then declared she wished to learn the violin and at a month off her 6th 
birthday, began violin lessons locally. By age 8 she was a Junior Exhibitioner at Junior Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama in London. Violin (studying with Elizabeth Wallfisch and then Krzysztof 
Smietana) along with Piano lessons, General Musicianship, Chamber music, String Orchestra and 
Symphony Orchestra. All lessons  took place there on Saturdays.  
Jennifer thoroughly enjoyed her time at Junior Guildhall and also as Leader of the Hertfordshire 
County Youth Orchestra which held residential courses each school holiday.  
Jennifer graduated from the Royal Academy of Music with a degree in Violin Performance and 
already an interest in teaching. She devised her own teaching games and method whilst in her final 
year whilst waiting for her broken elbow to heal!  
She then went on to live in Bermuda for a year as a violin teacher for the Yehudi Menuhin 
Foundation. This was invaluable experience and a great adventure. 
After a Masters Degree in Pittsburgh USA at the Carnegie Mellon University, studying with Andres 
Cardenes, she returned to the UK and began a freelance and teaching career based around 
London. She gained a position in the First Violins of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 5 
years later. 
Since moving down South, Jennifer has enjoyed enhancing her full time employment at BSO by 
teaching privately as well as coaching chamber music and becoming associated with Broadstone 
Music. She remains deeply passionate about the importance of music for youngsters and the fun to 
be had making music with others. 

Charlotte Gallagher - violin  

Charlotte trained at the Royal Academy of Music, London and moved down from 
London to the Bournemouth area in 1988 to take up a position in the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra. In her 8 years with the orchestra she toured Europe and the USA, 
performed on many broadcasts for television and radio, and made many recordings as 
part of one of the country’s leading orchestras. In 1996 she left full-time orchestral 
employment to bring up her family, but she still enjoys playing as a freelance musician in 
orchestras and smaller ensembles across the country. Throughout her career she has 
tutored private pupils of all ages from 6years to adult, and groups of all standards and 
sizes as the educational side of music is something that has always interested her. She 
has also taught for Coda Music Trust and at several Junior Schools in the area, and at 
present teaches at Talbot Heath School. 

http://calm.com/
http://inthemixmusic.co.uk/


Mark Law - trumpet  
 
Mark feels very musically privileged to have spent his younger years playing with the 
National, European and World youth orchestras. Since then, he has worked extensively 
with the majority of the UK’s orchestras, as well as working for two years in the London 
production of “Phantom of the Opera”. Mark’s work as a chamber musician and soloist has 
taken him to top venues including the Wigmore Hall and Purcell Room. He has also been 
very involved in recording music for film, television and commercial music. Mark currently 
teaches at Poole Grammar School and Eton College; he prioritises music education as he 
is driven to giving others some of the enjoyment he has had from music.

Jenny	Barrett	-	Biography	

Born	 in	Dorset,	 Jenny	began	her	violin	 tuition	at	an	early	age,	 7irstly	with	 Jean	
Holt	 then	 Alison	 Kay,	 where	 she	 was	 a	 keen	 member	 of	 the	 Wessex	 Youth	
Orchestra,	and	was	leader	of	the	orchestra	under	Don	Riddell	from	1999-2001.	

Jenny	went	on	to	study	at	Trinity	college	of	Music	with	Ezster	Boda	Katona,	and	
Gina	McCormack,	where	she	won	many	prizes	and	awards,	and	was	awarded	the	
Mehroo	and	Byram	Jeejeebhoy	prize.		

Winner	of	the	E	M	Pearce	Prize	for	instrumental	music,	and	chosen	as	the	2003	
Young	 Duo	 artist,	 Jennifer	 has	 performed	 with	 many	 of	 the	 UK’s	 leading	
orchestras.	She	gave	her	debut	London	quartet	recital	at	the	Barbican	Centre	in	
2003,	and	has	also	appeared	as	a	soloist	at	Regent	Hall,	St-Martin-in-the-7ields,	
the	Royal	Courts	of	Justice,	and	many	other	venues.	She	currently	plays	with	TSQ	
–	 a	 busy	 professional	 Dorset	 based	 chamber	 ensemble,	 and	 can	 be	 seen	 at	
weddings,	parties	and	other	functions.		
As	 an	 Orchestral	 player,	 she	 has	 worked	 as	 Principle	 2nd	 Violin	 with	 the	 RTE	
Concert	 Orchestra,	 and	 plays	 as	 a	 regular	 extra	 with	 the	 Bournemouth	
Symphony	Orchestra.		
In	more	recent	years,	whilst	continuing	her	busy	freelance	playing	career,	Jenny	
has	 turned	 her	 attention	 to	 developing	 youth	music	 opportunities	 in	 her	 local	
area,	 conducting	 the	 Wessex	 Youth	 Music	 junior	 strings,	 coaching	 young	
chamber	musicians,	and	running	workshops.		
Aside	 from	 her	 musical	 life,	 Jenny	 enjoys	 escaping	 to	 the	 countryside	 in	 her	
camper	 van	with	 her	 family	 and	huge	 hairy	 dog,	 and	 loves	 yoga,	 food	 and	 red	
wine! 




